
2011 Conference Speakers

Keynote—Cassandra King
Cassandra King’s first novel, Making Waves in Zion, was published 
in 1995 by River City Press and reissued in 2004 by Hyperion. Her 
second novel, The Sunday Wife(2002), was a Booksense Pick, a 
People MagazinePage-Turner of the Week, a Literary Guild Book-
of-the-Month selection, a Books-a-Million President’s Pick, a South 
Carolina State Readers’ Circle selection, and a Salt Lake Library 
Readers’ Choice Award nominee. In paperback, the novel was 
chosen by the Nestle Corporation in its campaign to promote reading 
groups.

Released in 2005, King’s third novel, The Same Sweet Girls, became 
a #1 Booksense Selection and Booksense bestseller, a Southeastern 
Bookseller Association bestseller, a New York PostRequired 
Reading selection, and a Literary Guild Book-of-the-Month Club 
selection, and a Southeastern Bookseller Association Bestseller. 
King’s latest novel, Queen of Broken Hearts, has been hailed as 
“wonderful,” “uplifting,” “absolutely fabulous,” and filled with 
irresistible characters” by fellow Southern writers Sandra Brown, 
Fannie Flagg, Dorothea Benton Frank.

King’s short fiction and essays have appeared in numerous journals and anthologies, including Callaloo, 
Alabama Bound: The Stories of a State (1995),Belles’ Letters: Contemporary Fiction by Alabama Women
(1999), Stories From Where We Live(2002), and Stories From The Blue Moon Café(2004). Outside her time 
working on her fiction, she has taught writing on the college, conducted corporate writing seminars, worked as a 
human-interest reporter for a Pelham, Alabama, weekly paper, and published an article on her second-favorite 
pastime, cooking, in Cooking Lightmagazine. 

A native of L.A. (Lower Alabama), King currently lives in the Low Country of South Carolina with her 
husband, novelist Pat Conroy, whom she met when he wrote a blurb for Making Waves.

Besides keynoting at the luncheon, Cassandra will teach a session.

_____________________________________________________________________
Donna Ballman
Donna Ballman is an attorney with 24 years courtroom experience. She 
speaks around the country on a variety of topics. She is the author of The 
Writer’s Guide to the Courtroom: Let’s Quill All the Lawyers, which was 
named a finalist in the 2010 Royal Palm Literary Awards by the Florida 
Writers Association.

Donna founded her employment law practice, Donna M. Ballman, P.A in 
1990. She focused her writing on nonfiction for a number of years, 
publishing numerous articles on issues such as discrimination, sexual 
harassment, and employment law. The birth of Donna’s two daughters led 
her to return to the writing she loves most – fiction. She penned picture 



books for the girls, then joined SCBWI to learn the craft of writing for children. Her story “The Year Santa 
Shaved” was a finalist in the South Florida Writer’s Guild children’s story competition in 2006. She took that 
tiny bit of encouragement and took workshops through Writer’s Online Workshops, SCBWI, and MediaBistro. 
She began to write middle grade and young adult novels. And she joined Litopia, an online writer’s colony.

Donna’s current YA work in progress is a paranormal courtroom romance titled “Courting Death.” 

She will teach two sessions:
Children’s Writers and the Law

�x Top five ways your YA/middle grade protagonist might encounter the civil justice system. 
�x Five ideas you can use in your YA/middle grade novel.

Why You Can’t Ignore the Law, No Matter Your Genre
�x Top ten ways your character might encounter the civil justice system. 
�x Five ideas you can use in your novel. 

___________________________________________________________________
James Scott Bell
Library Journal calls him “A master of suspense.” The Library Review 
says he is “one of the best writers out there, bar none.” Jim is the author 
of three bestselling books on the craft of writing: Plot & Structure,
Revision & Self-Editing,andThe Art of War for Writers, all from
Writer's Digest Books. Formerly the �¿�F�W�L�R�Q���F�R�O�X�P�Q�L�V�W���I�R�U���:�U�L�W�H�U�
�V���'�L�J�H�V�W����
his teachings have traveled worldwide, and many of his students have
gone on to publication. Classes cover every aspect of the �¿�F�W�L�R�Q���F�U�D�I�W��

Jim is the author of three mainstream suspense novels, the Buchanan 
series: Try Dying, Try Fear, andTry Darkness. He has written another 16 
novels of inspirational fiction, includingPresumed Guiltyand The Whole 
Truth.

In college he was interested in writing, but decided pursuing it was an 
elusive dream. With a film degree, he went through “an acting phase,” 
with roles in several off-Broadway productions. He went on to earn a law 
degree and practiced as a trial lawyer. Finally he couldn’t resist writing any longer. He started and has never 
looked back. His website http://jamesscottbell.com/has a wonderful resource page for fellow writers.

Jim will teach a six-hour Fiction Intensive:
Part One, Saturday morning
Plotting With Perfect Structure, Every Time
Jump Off the Page Characters
Scenes With No Dull Parts

Part Two, Sunday morning
Dazzling Dialogue: The Fastest Way to Improve Your Manuscript
Descriptions That Weave a Dream
Power Revision for Next Level Novels



_____________________________________________
Adrian Fogelin

Adrian Fogelin is the award-winning author of seven children’s 
novels. Teachers  and others praise her books because they  tell 
simple stories about typical children, but they pack powerful 
messages. USA Today describes her first, Crossing Jordan, as 
a “sensitive portrait of black-white relations in a changing 
neighborhood . . . a tactful even-handed look at prejudice.”   

Fogelin’s  latest title, The Sorta Sisters, is a 2007 Florida Book 
Award Gold Medal Winner for Children’s Literature. In fact, 
she won back-to-back FBA gold medals. Her novels have also 
won many other honors and made recommended lists, 
including ALA 2001 Best Books for Young Adults, Society of 
School Librarians International 2008 Honor Book, Green Earth 
Award Honor Book, Washington Post Ten Best of 2003 for 
Young Readers, 2003 Parent’s Choice Award, A Scholastic 

Book Club Selection, Mark Twain Award, Sunshine State Young Reader’s Award, and Notable Books for a 
Global Society Honor Book. Her other novels include Anna Casey’s Place in the World, My Brother’s Hero, 
The Big Nothing, Sister spider Knows All,andThe Real Question.Learn more about Adrian at her website: 
www.AdrianFogelin.com.

Adrian will teach a session on 
�x Writing a Chapter Book for Pre-teens

_____________________________________________________

Lee Gutkind

Lee Gutkind is the founding editor of “Creative Nonfiction” and 
prize-winning author or editor of more than a dozen books, the most 
recent of which, Almost Human: Making Robots Think,was 
featured on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart. As founder of the 
creative nonfiction movement, according to Harper's Magazine, and 
the “godfather behind creative nonfiction” (Vanity Fair), Gutkind 
travels widely throughout the world giving workshops and readings, 
explaining the craft and the mission of the genre. His books cover a 
wide range of topics from baseball to veterinarians to children’s 
hospitals. 

He has written four books on writing creative nonfiction, including 
Keep It Real: Everything You Need To Know About Researching 
and Writing Creative Nonfiction, The Art of Creative Nonfiction, 
Creative Nonfiction How to Live It and Write It,andThe Essayist At 
Work.

Lee Gutkind’s appearance in Tallahassee is sponsored by the LeRoy 
Collins Leon County Public Library System. He will speak to the 
public at free event at the kickoff Friday as well as teach sessions at the writers conference.



Lee will teach three sessions on creative nonfiction, covering such topics as
�x Memoir: The Vagaries of Memory, Reconstruction of Events, The Memoir Craze
�x Characters: Psychoanalyzing Characters, Composite Characters, Family Members as Characters
�x Techniques: Compression, Acknowledgement of Sources, The “I,” Frame, Scene

________________________________________________________

Chuck Sambuchino 
Chuck Sambuchino is an editor for Writer’s Digest Books (an imprint 
of F+W Media). He is the editor of Guide to Literary Agents, and 
recently helmed the third edition of Formatting & Submitting Your 
Manuscript(a WD trade book). His first humor book, How to Survive 
a Garden Gnome Attack, was released by Ten Speed Press in 2010 
and featured in Reader's Digest.

Chuck is a former staffer of several newspapers and magazines.
During his tenure as a newspaper staffer, he won awards from both 
the Kentucky Press Association and the Cincinnati Society of 
Professional Journalists. Chuck is also a writer and freelance editor. 
He is a produced playwright, with both original and commissioned 
works produced. He is a magazine freelancer, with articles appearing 
in Watercolor Artist, Pennsylvania Magazine, Cincinnati Magazine 
and New Mexico Magazine. During the past decade, more than 500 of 
his articles have appeared in newspapers, magazines and books.

Chuck will teach four sessions:
�x Everything You Need To Know About Agents

This workshop is a thorough crash course in dealing with agents. After quickly going over what an agent 
is and what agents do for writers, we will discuss resources for finding agents, how to ID the best agents 
for you, as well as the most important things to do and not to do when dealing with representatives. This 
session targets fiction, children’s and nonfiction writers, both novice and intermediate. Attendees will 
come away with a firm grasp of knowledge needed before contacting an agent.

�x The Business of Scriptwriting: You’ve Written a Play or Screenplay—Now What?
This workshop examines what writers need to do if they’ve finished that play or screenplay and don’t 
know what to do now. We’ll address targeting markets, getting plays read/workshopped, writing script 
queries, agents and managers, and more. Everything is discussed, from writing and rewriting to contests 
and dealing with directors. Handouts provided. It’s not a session about craft; it’s a session about 
business—for writers who have a script and no idea what to do with it.

�x Writing the Nonfiction Book Proposal
This workshop is a thorough examination of everything that goes into a book proposal—from the idea 
itself, to learning about platform, to identifying potential audiences, to marketing strategies. We discuss 
what works would be better suited for an agent versus those that can go straight to a publisher. Sample 
proposals will be dissected, and attendees can understand why certain proposals caught the attention of 
agents and editors.

�x Building Your Freelance Portfolio (Writing for Magazines & Newspapers 101)
This presentation studies the basics of freelancing—how to write articles for magazines, newspapers and 
websites. It targets writers new to this arena.  It shows how to identify markets, how to realize your own 
specialties, how to structure a magazine query, how to come up with ideas, and how to resell ideas.



_____________________________________________________________
Katharine Sands
Katharine Sands is the agent provocateur of Making the Perfect Pitch: 
How to Catch a Literary Agent's Eye, a collection of pitching wisdom 
from leading literary agents. Actively building her client list, she likes 
books that have a clear benefit for readers' lives in categories of food, 
travel, lifestyle, home arts, beauty, wisdom, relationships, parenting, and 
fresh looks, which might be at issues, life challenges or popular culture. 
When reading fiction she wants to be compelled and propelled by urgent
storytelling, and hooked by characters. For memoir and femoir, she likes
to be transported to a world rarely or newly observed.She will accept 
pitches from authors who have books that match these interests.

A literary agent with the Sarah Jane Freymann Literary Agency, 
Katharine has worked with a varied list of authors who publish a diverse 
array of books. Highlights include XTC: SongStories; Chasing Zebras: 
THE Unofficial Guide to House, MD; Make Up, Don't Break Up with 
Oprah guest Dr. Bonnie Eaker Weil; Playwright Robert Patrick's novel, 
Temple Slave; The Complete Book on International Adoption: A Step-by-
Step Guide to Finding Your Child; Hands Off My Belly: The Pregnant 

Woman's Survival Guide to Myths, Mothers, and Moods; Under the Hula Moon; Whipped: A Professional 
Dominatrix's Secrets for Wrapping Men Around Your Little Finger; The Gay Vacation Guide; City Tripping: a 
Guide for Foodies, Fashionistas and the Generally Style-Obsessed; Writers on Directors; Ford model Helen 
Lee's The Tao of Beauty; Elvis and You: Your Guide to the Pleasures of Being an Elvis Fan; New York: Songs 
of the City; Taxpertise: Dirty Little Secrets the IRS Doesn't Want You to Know; The SAT Word Slam, Divorce 
After 50; The Complete Book of Bone Health; The Safe and Sane Guide to Teenage Plastic Surgery,to name a 
few. 

Katharine will teach a session titled
�x Making the Perfect Pitch


